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Lampridius, and Vopiscus regarding the Druids, bear
testimony to the confidence they had in the accuracy
of their predictions. Endowed with extraordinary
talents, they (the Druidesses) cured diseases deemed
incurable, knew the future, and announced it to the
people, In the Middle Ages "The Churches'*
observes M. Mialle, "succeeded the temples of the
ancients, into which the traditions and processes of
magnetism were consigned—the same habits of pass-
ing whole nights in them, the same dreams, the same
visions, and the same cures, The true miracles per-
formed on the tombs of the saints are recognized by
characters which is not in the power of man to
imitate; but we must exclude from the list of the
ancient legends a multitude of very extraordinary
cures whera religion and faith interfered only so far
as to produce dispositions eminently favourable to
the natural action of magnetism."
A rigid and critical analysis of the records of
the middle ages would be here impossible, if not out
of place, It would, require a volume merely to name
the facts, from the exorcisms of Saint Gregory
Thaumaturgus to the convulsionaries of Saint
Medard. Some intelligent men, one hundred years
before Mesmer, like their compeers of to-day, were
disposed to deny the reality of the miraculous, or to
attribute their existence to magnetism.
"Magnetism," says Von Hebnont, "is active
everywhere, and has nothing new but the name, it is
a paradox only to those who ridicule everything, and
who attribute to the power of Satan, whatever they
a,re unable to explain."
In -all times, as well as in all countries, extra-
ordinary things have passed for supernatural from
the moment they are no longer admitted of explana-
tion; and it is natural to refer and attribute super-
natural things to a divine power. That which is
esteemed supernatural and divine so becomes the
basis of religion. So we find in Pagan antiquity, in
the middle ages, and at the present time these pheno-

